


Trr undersigned were appointed a committee to procure the
publication of this Historical Sketch, with instructions to bring
up the history of the Church to July 1st, 1876.

Dr. Anderson began his ministry in this church January
1st, 1870, and has continued his labors up to the present time with
great acceptability and profit to the Church. During this period
of 5% years, 85 members have been added to the church on
examination and 95 received by letter from other churches. The
foregoing does not include a large number of persons received into
the Church by Dr. Andersen in 1870, the fruits ofa great revival
in December, 1869.

We rejoice to bear this testimony here, that, by the grace of
God, at nearly the end of six yearsof Dr. Anderson’s ministry, we
are a united and prosperous people.

A sad beréavement overtook our pastor in the death of his
wife, which vccured May 11th, 1875, after a short illness.

Mrs. Anderson was entitled to the appellation ofan excellent
woman whose price is far above rubies,” and we may truly say of
her, as the apostle said of Dorcas: «This woman was full of good~
works, and alms deeds which she did.” Her memory iz embalmed
in the hearts of all who knew her.

As a part of the history of the Chureh we wish to notice here
the purchase of the present Parzonage in 1868, at a cost of $6,000.
This money was all raised by subseription. The church, also, in
the year 1871, raised a memorial fund of £4,200, which was ex-
pended in reroofing the church, frescoing and refitting. This
fund was a thank offering to God on account of the reunion of the
0. 8. and N. S. Churches into one Assembly

We think it proper to state here, that this church has always
at least for the last 30 years—aimed to take up collections for
cach of the Boards of the General Assembly, every year; and also
to make regular contributions to such objects of general benevo-
lence, as the American Bible Society and the American Tract
Society. Public worship is npiformly maintained morning” and
evening; and the Wednesday evening prayer meeting has been a
fixed institution for 40 years. The salary of the pastor has
always been raised by subscription, leaving the seats free, varying
widely in amount: from $600 in 1848 to $1,800, and a parsonage
since January 1st, 1870. ;

The Superintendent of the Sabbath-School furnishes the
Statement appended hereto as a brief History of the Sabbath-
School of this Church; part of the records are lost and the contents

supplied from memory.

C. FALCONER,
I. ROBERTSON,
A. STEWART,
! Comumittee.

Hayrron, Onro, July f:}O, 1876.
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THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH,
HAMILTON, OHIO.

DELIVERED JULY 30, 1876,

By Revwv. S. McC. Anderson, ID. 3.

$5ne WO difficulties exist in preparing a history of this church
7 —the want of records, and the scattered condition ofthose
% 1\3@ which do exist. Foreleven years, at the commencement,
e :Jp there are no sessional records, and during the next sixteen
Wb years there are two gaps of two yearseach, in which noth-
ing is recorded. Half a century separates us from many of these
events, and the few survivors are widely scattered, with confused
recollections of the past. Of congregational records proper there
are none for more than forty years. The history of its Presbyte-
rial relations isin the records of six different Presbyteries. Its first
supplies are recorded in Washington Presbytery, which was form-
ed from the Transylvania Presbytery in 1799. This latter
received its beautiful name—signifying ‘‘beyond the forest”
—because it was a missionary Presbytery, beyond the mountains
formed by the synod of Virginia. It comprehended Kentuck};
and Tennessze, with all west of the Scioto River in Ohio. The
wilderness east of Scioto in Ohio belonged to the Presbytery of
Redstone, which had its center east of Pittsburg, Pa.

Those were days of ‘“magnificent distances.” Washington
Presbytery took its name from the capital of Mason Co., Ky.;
and was bounded on the south by Licking River, Ky.; on the east
by Virginia State line and Scioto River, in Ohio; on the north by
the lakes, and west by the Pacific Ocean.

Miami Presbytery was formed from Washington in 1810
leaving to the latter the Scioto and its Kentucky territory, and
taking the Miami Valley in Ohio and as much west as it could
occupy.” From the Miami Presbytery the church had its first
pastor, Rev. Matthew Green Wallace.

But the Miami Valley is long. So, in 1821, the Presbytery of
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(lincinnati was cut off of its southern end. It took in two tiers of
counties, east and north, in Ohio, and extended far enough west
to include Lawrenceburg, Ind. From this Presbytery the church
had its second pastor. o )
The Miami University being now in operation, it was founa
that two such bodies of men as were gathered in the pastorate of
Cincinnati and the faculty of the University made too much
wisdom for one ecclesiastical body. o, in 1829, Oxford was cut
off of the north side of the Uincinnati Presbytery.—Though
Hamilton was within the territory of Oxford Presbytery, its pastor
chose to retain his connectioni with Cincinnati, and the church
was continued under its control until Mr. Monfort’s removal, when
it put itself under the care of Oxford, in 1838. )
But in the meantime, Cincinnati Presbytery had organized
another congregation in Hamilton which was.under its care; 'and,
at the divison of Old and New Schools, this church put itself

under the care of the New School Presbytery of Hamilton. At .
the re-union of Old and New School, in 1870, the church was put g
under the care of Dayton Presbytery where it now is. Thus its J.
history is spread on the pages of these six Presbyterial records. - i
ORGANIZATION. A

The exact date of the organization of this church can not. be
certainly ascertained. By organization, ecclesiastically, is under-
stood the reception by a committee of Presbytery of the names of
such persons as are prepared to enter the church by certificate or e
upon examination, and the election from these, by the church, of l 0
a bench of elders, and their ordination as rulersin the congregation. A
The report of this committee fixes on_the records of Presbytery
the precise date of the organization. Bat, in'the early history of
the frontier, every minister considered himself a committee to
organize a church wherever it was considered desirable This

action was seldom reported. Usually the first Presbyterial record b
of a church was when it asked for supplies or called a pastor. The 2
records of Washington (now Chillicothe) Presbytery for April 2d, e

1807, bave this entry: ““A supplication from Hamilton and
neighborhood round, for one-half the ministerial labors of Rev.
M. G. Wallace, was bhanded in,” It was granted. But as
neighborhoods sometimes asked supplies before they were organ-
ized into churches, this record is not conclusive proof of the
roanization of the church. )
” Ql?he tradition is, that it was organized by Mr. Wallace with 28
members, in 1810. This rests on the testimony of Robert Irwin,
partly raised in the congregation, first an elder and then a
minister; and on an entry in the handwriting of Rev. Francis
Monfort, that certain men were ordained as elders in 1810. As
both these men were long familiar with Mr. Wallace, and had an
interest in ascertaining the exact truth, there is very little doubt
but their statements are correct.
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This church divided in 1832, simply on the question ofa pastor.
The old branch, called the “Hamilton Church,” went to Rossville,
now the First Ward of Hamilton City. Its name ‘was changed
by act of Presbytery to the ‘‘Rossville Church,” in September,
1847. The new branch, called the “First Presbyterian Church
of Hamilton and Rossville,” remained in Hamilton. In 1847 they
united under the name of the First Presbyterian Church of
Hamilton and Rossville.” After Hamilton and Rossville were
consolidated, in 1854, this name was changed by act of Presbytery
in September, 1855, to the “First Presbyterian Church of
Hamilton ”

It has had in all, either as pastor or stated supply, 18 ministers,
varying in periods of service fron six months to sixteen years.
No complete list of its trustees can be made; but it has had 19
deacons and 32 regularly installed elders in terms of service from
one year to forty-three. On its roll of membership are 1479
names; but when we remember that for fifteen years there is no
record, there is no doubt but the true number is over 1600.

MINISTERS.

The first pastor of the church was Rev. MaTTHEW G. WALLACE.
It is very likely that Rev. James Kenrper—who came to Cincinnati
in 1790, and preached the first Presbyterian sermon ever preached
in Ohio—or his fellow-pioneers may have preached in Fort Hamil-
tonin the last century; but the first record of preaching is that
the Presbytery of Washington had appointed M. G. Wallace to
preach one-half his time in Hamilton in connection with Spring-
field (now Springdale), in 1801.

It is not said how long the arrangement continued; but in 1804
Presbytery appointed Rev. Jouny Trompson to preach cne-half
his time in Hamilton, in connection with Springdale. We have
already noticed that in April, 1807 a request to Presbytery for
half Mr. Wallace’s time was granted. This request was repeated
yearly, and granted, until the church passed into the Miami
Presbytery. In October, 1811, he was invited as stated supply
to Hamilton, Seven-Mile, and Dick’s Creek. He served these
points until October, 1813, when he was called as their pastor,
each engaging to pay him $133% in money, or merchantable
produce. Messrs Wilson and Hayden installed him on the
second Thursday of November, 1813. In September 1816, the
relation was dissolved; but Mr. Wallace continued as stated
supply. In the year 1818 he was stated supply at Hamilton and
Dick’s Creek, Seven-Mile being left out. In 1820 a serious
difficulty arose between the session and part of the people on one
side, and the stated supply and the other part of the people on the
other. It was compromised by an agreement that the people would
pay the back salary, and the services of Mr. Wallace should cease on
April 1st, 1821. His services ceased, but many years after the
records of Presbytery show the salary was not paid. He was



N

4

laboring in Miami Presbytery as late as 1825, but ultimately
went to Crawfordville, Ind. After many years of labor, he died
in 1853. His name lingers as one of the memories of childhood
with a few who are thoughtfully walking on the shores “‘of that
vast ocean they must sail so soon.”  Others have entered his labors,
he has entered into his rest. His whole period of continuous
cervice in Hamilton was fourteen years.

There being no record during his ministry, we can only say, 2
roll made out by another hand, at its close, chows an actual
membership of 61 names, of whom but one remains to this present.
The great event of his pastorate was the building of the

“FIRST HOUSE OF WORSHIP,

corner of Third and Basin Sts It was owned in common by the
Preshyterians and the Associate Reformed Presbyterians  Here
an incident may be given which was characteristic of the man.
During the late war with Great Britain, about 1813, after one of
the defeats to our arms—perhaps that of Hull—word came that
our depot of supplies Was in imminert dapger. M. Wallace
promptly raised 2 company of volunteers and marched rapidly
porthward until informed that the emergency was over.

In those early days, preaching was held in any place in which the
people could assemble—in the summer in the grove; if it rained,
in a barn or some new building covered but not occupied; in the
winter, in private houses or the bar-room of a tavern- The latter
may seem IDCODZruUOUS to us, but the feeling against the use of
whiskey was not then as LOW. Tndeed two of the elders each had
o still-house.  We may add, the chief part of cases of discipline
before the session was for intemperance.

After the building of the jail, which stood in the Court House
square, fronting Basin Street, having a Court room up-stairs, the
congregation obtained leave to worship in the upper room until
the Union Church was built. A subsecription was started in
August, 1817. The Associate Reformed Presbyterians raised
61,289 50, of which $991,50 was paid by March, 1823. The
Presbyterians raised $1,221.25, of which $1,040 17} as paid by
March, 1823. The lot was bought of D. K. Este for $150, for
which receipts were given September 25, 1817, but the deed was
never executed. The trustees on the part of the Associate
Reformed Church were: James Brown, William Caldwell, John
Sutherland and Joseph Latta; for the Presbyterians: William
Murray, Hugh Wilson and David Bigham. Mr. Sutherland’s name
is omitted in later papers. April 24, 1818, John N. Crane con-
tracted to do the stone and brick work, for which his bill was
$1,403.27; Reed & Keyt contracted for the carpenter work, for
which their bill was $1,316.43. The house was occupied, I am told,
in the Fall of 1818, which I greatly doubt. The whole cost of
the building was $3,098 883. The final payment was no reached
until May 20th, 1828, when each church paid $120, as full
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satisfaction for all claims, I have been told it stood in & beautiful
walnut grove; but in 1829 the Basin was opened in the rear of the
church, making it undesirable as a place of worship. It was sold
in 1829 and changed to a warehouse; but part of the original walls
are in the building now occupied as a hardware store. The
congregation returned to the Court room, until their house was
built, except that they enjoyed the use of the Associate Reformed
Presbyterian house on alternate Sabbaths, it being finished before
their own.

The second pastor was REv. FraNcIs Mowrorr. He preached
a few Sabbaths in the summer of 1821. The next October he
was invited as stated supply for one-half his time, the other
half being spent at Seven Mile. This relation continued until
October, 1827, when he was called as pastor for half his time. - He
was installed the following month, and continued one half his time
at Seven Mile until 1831. In 1830 a petition was sent to
Presbytery signed by fifty members, four elders and four trustees,
asking the dissolution of the relation. It was granted by
Presbytery, but Mr. Monfort appealed the case to synod, which
reversed the action of Presbytery. A - committee was then
appointed which, on the 2d of February, 1832, organized a new
church with the name of the “First Preshyterian Church of
Hamilton and Rossville.” Mr Monfort remained with the church
of Hamilton, in Rossville, until September, 1837—in all, sixteen
years. He went from Hamilton to Mt. Carmel, Ind., where he
preached nine years. He died in June, 1855. No one who hasread
the records kept by Mr. Monfort, would hazard the assertion
that he was a man of orderly habits or accurate scholarship; but
it is equally clear he was loyal to the faith he professed, and
bore his testimony against false doctrine. His name is still dear to
many as their father in Christ. He has left a record for useful-
ness of which no man need be ashamed. When we look at his
success, we feel the people ought to have been satisfied. But the
new organization spread it on their minutes, in plain English, as
the reason for their existence, ‘‘Thata large portion of the members
of said church were dissatisfied with the Rev. Francis Monfort and
his ministry.” The unseemly strife has left a blot on several hon-
ored names. No doubt the pastor should have left when g0 many
were opposed to him. It is equally true that barring him out of
the church was a rough way of sending in his resignation. I would
prefer mine not quite so strong. But with deep sorrow for the
common shame, we pass the conflict. His pastorate was a fruitful
one. It saw the organization of the first Sabbath-school by Jas.
Boal, a trustee, and Hugh Wilson, an elder. It was commenced
in the Court room, over the jailyin 1822. The prisoners used to
amuse themselves at their grated windows, frightening any timid
child which came along by making faces, giving unearthly yells,
or telling the scholar that the Superintendent would put him in
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jail.  The school has continued with varying success to the pres-
ent. In August, 1828, the first great awakening began in this
church. Mr. Monfort, with Thompson and Galagher, were
holding a ‘‘Presbyterian camp-meeting,” aun institution common in
those days. The grounds were near Springdale. From August
20th to October 21st, 90 were received on profession. Of these,
11 are still living, though but three are in connection with this
particular church. During this pastorate, a debt of about $1,000
was paid on the Union Church.

SECOND CHURCH.

The Second house of worship was built at the corner of Front
and Sycamore streets. The lot was donated by Mr. John Reily
to James Boal, James B. Thomas, George C. Bigham and Caleb
DeCamp, trustees of the Presbyterian Church of Hamilton, ““to
aid in disseminating the gospel and the support of religion, as also
in consideration of the sum of one dollar, for the sole use and
purpose of a site for a house of public worship, subject to the;

control of said church, provided that the same might be sold toi--.

purchase a more eligible site for a church, and the proceeds af-
plied to that purpose.” This deed bears date January 21, 1829.

On this lot a low brick house, nearly square, about 40x50 was
built. It had a gallery across the west end; two doors and aisles,
a high pulpit and plain, unpainted pews. The Session first met
in it August 1, 1830, though it may have been occupied sooner
than that for preaching. It was sold to the United English and
German Lutheran Church in January, 1837, for $700, of which
$400 were paid the old branch—the house having been retained by
thenew branch at thedivision. = The United Lutheran Church hav-
ing worshiped in it for some years, sold it to the St. John’s con-
gregation, who pulled it down and built their present edifice.

In this house the division occurred by the organization, February
2, 1832, of the Hamilton and Rossville Presbyterian Church. Ithad
35 members, of whom only 3 are living and none in connection
with this church. Three members of the old Session—Hugh
Wilson, David Bigham and Thomas Mitchell, were elected as
elders, and James Boal, G. R. Bigham James B. Thomas and
Caleb DeCamp, as trustees.

The House was not paid for at the division.

The Hamilton Church, on coming to Rossville, had preaching
in a school house on Second Street, between Main and Ross. On
the 14th of March 1804 the proprietors of Rossville, in laying
out the town, set apart two lots on the corner of Second and Ross
Btreets for public use, supposing that ‘“the Star of Empire,” in its
western march, would locate thesCourt House on the West side
of the river; which ought to have been done. But as it was not,
the lots became the camping place for shows, circuses, and other
refining and liberal amusements. This property was given by a

\
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cllggc‘z,obypths trustees of Rossville. The progress of building this,

THE THIRD HOUSE OF WORSHIP,

-as slow. It was sufficiently advanced to hold the citizens while
;Z‘;Sybczlebrated the 4th of J)uly 1833, but was still in the hands of
the builder. It is said to have been used for preaching tfle same
Fall, but the Session met in it for the first time March 29, 1834.
It was alarger and taller building than the one left, but never fin-
ished. It was of brick; had two doors in front, and one on the side;
on either side of the pulpit and for some distance back it was
furnished with pews; the back part had rough seats, from which
it is inferred that Mr. Monfort was not supposed to be in a state of
chronic cutaneous disease of a malignantly contaglous type,
making it prudent to get as far from the pulpit as possible. Most
certainly the pews would now be putin the far end of the church.
After the Union, this house was fitted up for a parochial school
which was started in the Summer of 1827, and taught for some
time by Charles Matthews. It was afterward offered to Oxford
Presbytery for an academy. It was accepted with thanks, but I
do not know that anything more was ever done. On August 9,
1851 it was sold to School District No. 2; but I find in 1856 the
School Board gave five notes for $100 each, at 6 per cent for
this property. They matured on successive years. As late as
1866 the notes were not paid, and suit was ordered. Whether they
ever were paid I can’t say. The old church was pulled down and
the High School building erected in 1857.

Though for four years of Mr. Monfort’s ministry there are no
records, yet it appears that 174 were added to the church on
profession. One lesson to be learned from this sad division is, that
when people are in earnest they can do more than they suppose.
Up to the division Mr. Monfort had preached but one-half his
time in Hamilton. _

After this each party supported a man all his time. Some who
complain of their heavy payments to the church, if they were
just a little mad, and wanted to gratify their temper, could pay
four times as much and not feel it.

On the retirement of Mr. Monfort, his son, Joserr G. MON.'
rorT supplied the church of Rossville for six months, to April
1838. In the summer of 1838 REv. THOMAS WHALLON became
Stated Supply for two years. There were some additions ‘under
his ministry, but the records are so imperfect it is impossible to
say how many. During his stay he lost his wife, whose memory
is “like ointment poured forth” among the few who knew her.
In my inquiries concerning the facts for this sermon I have often
been reminded of that beautiful text: ‘“The memory of the just
is blessed.”

In 1841 Rev. Aprian ATEN came to Rossville as Stated
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Supply, and remained until the church united with the branch in
Hamilton in support of Rev. Thomas E- Thomas, in 1842.

The first pastor of the church in Hamilton was the REV-
Aveustus Pomeroy. He was invited, as Stated Supply, in
June 1832. In March 1833 he was called as pastor, and was
installed the June following. Rev. Liyman Beecher preached the
sermon, and other ministers gave the charges, In passing, I may
remark about the same time Henry Ward Beecher applied for
admission to the Oxford Presbytery, but after examination he
judged it prudent to withdraw his application. The pastoral
relations of Mr. Pomeroy were dissolved in April 1836  During
the winter of 1833 a very pleasant season was enjoyed in the
church, asa result of which 21 were added on profession, several of
whom were very efficient in after years In all, 57 were added
during his ministry of less than four years. During his pastorate

THE FOURTH HOUSE OF WORSHIP

was erected on the site of the present building. 50 feet on the north .-
side was deeded by Nicholas Biddle, on behalf of the U. S. Bank, 3--- |

in April 1835, to George L. Bigham, to be held in trust for the
Presbyterian Church. This was done because the 10t on which
the old house stood could only besold to purchase a more eligible
site, and the congregation did not wish to sell the old house until
the new was ready for occupation ~ When this was done, the old
one was sold, and Mr Bigham conveyed the new to the church.
The 20 feet on the south side was deeded by Charles K. Smith
for the use of the church only. But when the present edifice,
OUR FIFTH HOUSE OF WORSHIP, was being built in 1854, Mr.
Smith conveyed the lot in fee-simple. The title of the congrega-
tion to the whole lot is perfect, which is the only condition on
which any benevolent association ought to spend money upon a
lot. The house had a basement to which entrance was through
a side door by descending a flight of steps on the south side. In
this were rooms for the sexton, and a large room, often used for
school purposes during the week. It had a door and one window
on the south, with two small windows, one on each side, of the
stand, on the north side. It was rather dark. The seats were
without backs, with a great tendency to tip over. The Prayer
Meeting met here; also the Singing School, but the Sabbath
School met up stairs. There was a gallery across the east end
of the upper room, with rough seats which were only used when
the house was crowded. It was seated with plain pews; had a
high pulpit, railed in, which was finally removed in deference to
the wish of Dr. Thomas. It had a small yard in front, and was
first occupied in 1836. At the reunion in 1847, I am told there
was still a debt of $1,700 which, in the joy of the occasion, was
paid by members giving their individual notes. Forabouta year
after Mr. Pomeroy left, the church was without regular preaching,
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having occasional supplies. A. Rev. Jones, of the Episcopal
Church, having friends in the place, supplied the church a few
months while on a visit.

During this time the Holy Spirit came down, reviving his peo-
sle, and bringing 15 into the church on profession.

In April, 1837, Mr. Cmarims Packarp, a Congregationalist
licentiate from the Association of Andover, Mass., became Stated
Supply, and continued till April, 1839. Twenty-three were
brought in on profession of faith during an awakening at the close
of his ministry.

Rev. THomas EBenezer THomas came to the church in
Hamilton, May 1, 1839, as its stated supply. This arrangement
continued untll January 1842, when the sessions of the two
churches united in employing Mr. Thomas on the conditions that
two-thirds of the service should be in Hamilton, the other third in
Rossville, and one sermon every month at a School-house south of
Symmes Corner. Each session held separate meetings, and
received members, and had the Lord’s Supper administered in its
own House until February 5th, 1847. At this time a meeting of
the membership of both churches was held. Abraham Hueston
was in the chair, and William Hunter was Secretary. A com-
mittee, consisting of S. E. Giffen, Jacob L. Garver and Dr. W. H.
Scobey on the part of the Rossville, and William Bigham, Robert
Kennedy and Ebenezer R Hawley on the part of the Hamilton
Church ~ was appointed; Mr. Thomas was then added to the
committee.

The plan of Union reported and adopted was: That all the
acting elders in both churches should resign, and a new session
should be elected; that six Deacons should be elected to manage
the pecuniary affairs of the church, and that the management of
public worship should be left to the session.

D. Bigham, Abraham P. Andrews, William Wilson, Henry
James Curtis, Thomas Mitchell, James M. Chapman, William N.
Hunter and Benjamin R. Symmes, members of the old sessions,
were, with the exception of one vote, unanimously elected.
William Bigham was elected and ordained to the eldership.
William Hunter, Abraham Hueston, Robert Kennedy, Jacob L.
Garver, S. E. Giffen and James R. Garrison were elected as
Deacons. The united roll of membership was two hundred and
one, of whom sixty-seven are now living, and thirty-three are
still in connection with this church.

The session directed the stated supply to preach one evening in
every month in the house in Rossville. Mr. Thomas continued as
stated supply until the last of October 1849—a period of ten years
and a half.

During his ministry, while there was nothing which could be
called a revival, there was a constant, substantial growth. Eighty-
six were received on profession of faith. Many of them have been
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recently left the A. R. Presbyterian Church, was invited to labor
in the church. Having unifed with the Oxford Presbytery, a
call was presented in September 1858 for his pastoral labors.  He
was installed the same month. The relation continued to J uly
1864. During the six and one-half years of his ministry, 64 were
added on profession. His ministry covered an exceedingly trying
time in our Nationol history, with credit to his prudence. He has
many warm friends still in the congregation.

REev. C. B. MARTIN was called in June 1865, and installed the
following October; but hearing a louder call from Evansville, he
was released in March 1866, and went to Evangville, where he
has been very successful. Thirteen were added under his ministry
in Hamilton.

In October 1866, Rev. E. J. HaMiLToN was called, and
installed in November. The relation lasted until August 1868,
when Mr. Hamilton became Professor in Hanover College. Dur-
ing his ministry of two years 29 were added.

The following winter and spring DR, NATHANIEL West
supplied the pulpit for four months. Daring the vacancy which
followed, an awakening arose in the congregation, when a large
number were added on profession.

On the first Sabbath of 1870 the present incumbent entered on
his Jabors.

DEACONS.

The list of deacons is imperfect. For a long time the business
of the congregation was managed by trustees, In 1822 these
were G. R. Bigham, James Wilson and Jonathan Barret. At
the division, James Boal, G. R. Brigham, James Thomas and
Caleb De Camp were trustees in the new church, but in March
1832, James Boal, G. R. Bigham, James Wilson and Hugh B.
Wilson were elected deacons in this branch. The old branch had
no deacons until December 1840, when S, E. Giffen and Jacob
L. Garver were elected.

At the Union it was resolved: That the business of the congre-
gation should be managed by a board of six deacons. The church
elected:

1. William Hunter, who was an eficient officer until his death,
January 1856. .

2. Abraham Hueston, who was dismissed to Pleasant Run in
1854, where he still lives

3. Robert Kennedy, who was dismissed to Covington, Ky.,
in January 1849, where he was elected an elder in Dr. Worrail’s
church, until his return to Hamilton, about 1861.

4. Jacob L. Garver, who was an active officer until his death
in January, 1866.

5. S. E. Giffen, who was elected an elder in 1851; and

6. James R. Garrison, elected an elder in 1854.
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